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IN MEMORY OF @ VERY GOOD FRIEND

Prahlad K. ManandhAar

Agroforestry Specialist
Thana Afforestation & Nursery Development Project
Bana Bhaban, Gulshan Road, Mohakhal, Dhaka-1212

It was in July 1984 that I have had the privilege of meeting
Dr. Shafique Ahmed Khan for the first time in Kandy, Sri
Lanka. We were both there to attend and present technical
papers in a Workshop-Seminar, sponsored by International
Union of Foresty Research Organizations (IUFRO). We became
friends immediately which continued till his untimely demise
took him away from us. He may have disappeared from this
mortal world but his memory among his many friends and
admirers will remain fresh and immortal forever.

In knowing him I always felt I had become richer as he was
an embodiment of good things in life. In his physical departure,
I have lost a friend who is irreplaceable. From December 1984, I
happened to come and work in Bangladesh in the First
Community Forestry Project and I do not remember how many
times we met each other since then. It was a great joy and
ecstatic delight to meet him and be together.

The world will be a better abode if millions of Shafique Khans
are born. Let us pray for the peace of his departed soul as well as
imbibe strength to Mrs. Shafique Khan and his illustrious
children.

Permanent Address:
7-562, Maru Atkonarayan
Kathmandu

Nepal.
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IN MEMORY OF DR. S. A. KHAN

Nurul Islam Howlader

Conservator of Forest

Monitering and Evaluation Cell

Thana Afforestation & Nursery Dev. Project
Bana Bhaban, Mohakhali, Dhaka, Bangladesh.

It was as far back as 1958 when 1 came in touch with Mr.
Shafiqgue Ahmed Khan when we were students of M.Sc

(preliminary) class of Biochemistry of the famous Dhaka
University. We read together for two consecutive years and

obtained M.Sc. Degree in Biochemistry in the year 1960. After
obtaining M. Sc. degree in Biochemistry, we again together
joined the then East Regional Laboratory of the then East
Pakistan located at Tejgaon Industrial area as research fellows.
(Now it is well-Known as Bangladesh Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research (BOSIR) located in its new site at
Dhanmondi, Dhaka).

While working as research fellows (I was working under
late Dr. NA. Khan & my bossom friend Mr. S. A. Khan was
working under late Dr. H.N.De) in the then East Regional
Laboratory, Dhaka for about a year, incidentally and luckily both
of us got a chance to appear before the then East Pakistan (Now
Bangladesh) public Service Commission for recruitment as
stipendary students for the then East Pakistan Superior Forest
Service for undergoing a 2-year study-cum-training course in
Pakistan Forest Institute, Peshawar, under Peshawar
University.

After successfully qualifying in the aforesaid training
course in 1961 from the Pakistan Forest Institute, Peshawar,
both of us along with 5 (five) others joined the then East Pakistan
Senior Forest Service in October, 1961 as probationary ACF.
Incidentally both of us again joined in Chittagong Forest
Division for undergoing range training.

Mr. S. A. Khan later on obtained his D.Sc. degree from
former Yugoslavia and attended many national and
international seminars both at home and abroad and earned a
good reputation for the country in general and the forest
department in particular.

From then onward, we served together in many occasions in
the same station and sometimes in the neighbouring stations till
his sad and untimely sudden demise on 5th June, 1992.
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e was an all-the-time smiling man and too much
courteous to his colleagues. He was well-Known for his presence
of mind and graceful behaviour to overcome any adverse
situation in his friends circle. He was locally and popularly
Known as "Manik Mia" meaning a Jwell" in his friends’ circle.
He had a brilliant academic career and that is why he was
really worthy of his nick name of "Manik" Mia.

While studying together in Dhaka University, we very often
used to go together to his reverend aunt poetess Begum Sufia

Kamal for having our launch with her and also for gossiping
with her children.

We had a special bond of friendship since 1958 till his death.
Even while studying in Pakistan Forest Institute, Peshawar, we
used to live in the same room as room mate. While he was in
Holy Cresent Hospital in Chittagong under treatment during
his serious illness, I went to Chittagong 4 times to see my this
ailing friend. On hearing the bad news of his sad demise, I
rushed to Chittagong availing Mahanagar Purabi train to pay
my last respect to him. But on reaching Chittagong, I came to
know that his dead body has been taken to his village home at
Chunati in Lohagara Thana under Chittagong District for
burial. Even at this stage, without taking any rest, I rushed to
Chunati to attend his bunial. But due to ill-luck, before about half
an hour of my arrival at Chunati, (I reached chunati at about 01
A. M. at night) his dead body was burried by the side of his
parent’'s graves.

I am personally shocked at his untimely death because I
made over charge of the office of Conservator of Forests,
Chittagong Circle to him on 15th April, 1992 and he breathed his
last on 5th June, 1992. His sad demise is a great personal loss to
me.

May the Almighty Allah grant him an eternal peace. As *
Man is mortal" May Allah the Almighty, grant the members of
his family the moral courage and strength to bear this
irreparable loss.

Ameen!!
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SHAFIQUE KHAN @AS | KNEW HIM

S. A. Imam
D. C. F. Dhaka

I joined Peshawar Forest Academy in 1960. Late Dr.
Shafique Khan with five others from the East Pakistan joined
the Academy in the year 1961. Very soon he became popular
with his peers for his quality as a future officer of the service.

His charming personality and attitude to learn as much as
he could was aguiding factor to the younger offices. He exerted
most in all spheres of life. Sports is one of them particularly
cricket & tennis. Khan loved good food too. He was punctual
about physical training and athletics. The first item of physical
training used to be three miles run in the early morning. He
never grumbled particularly during winter and cut different
types of jokes to make the situation light.

I left the cheerful company of S. A. khan behind in October
1962. The separation was felt. Khan came back after one year
and joined his probationary period for five years.

S. A. Khan was posted as Divisional Forest Officer in
Chittagong hill tracts in the year of 1972. He proyved himself as a
successful Divisional Forest Officer there and was very popular
among the district officers. We gave friendly visits to each othter
once in a while.

I got Khan back as our neighbor in 1984 when he was
Divisional Forest Officer Silviculutre in Forest Research
Institute of Chittagong. This neighbourhood ship lasted for
three years. Here we found the only D. Sc. in Forestry of the
Department. He turned out to be a very good teacher. He
Conducted any meeting very lucidly.

Dr. Khan was not only a devoted Govt. servant but also a very
loving father and husband. He used to celebrate the birth days of
his children and his marriage anniversaries on date. Even in
his death bed Khan did not forget his marriage anniversary. His
clarion call to his children showed the amount of love and
affection he had for them.

All of his brothers or sisters used to come to Khan whenever
they needed his wise suggestions. khan never faltered. He
appreciably justified the performance of his duties towards them
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and to his parents. His father preferred to spend the rest of his
life with Khan despite having eleven other children. He expired
at khan's house at the age of 82.

Shafique Khan loved out doors. He used to go out to different
research stations, natural forest and places where various birds
could be seen. At times he was accompanied by his family and
friends.

He participated actively in day to day works of the family. we
can not forget the scene of Dr. Khan going to bazar wearing a
gumboot during rains.

It would not depict Dr. Khan completely unless itis said that
he was very particular about saying prayers five time a day.
Normally we used to have a walk from our house down hill after
‘Asar’ prayers. Some times seating in his backyards we would
take tea dnd have chats mostly funny. He had the capability of
conducting discussion with all age groups. He may be said as
"Man of all seasons."

Very good people do not live long. Dr. Khan is an example to
this point. Allah in his infinite mercy has taken him at the age
of fifty two. His untimely death is an irrepairable loss to us and
it is very difficult to forget his companionship.
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NAME

DATE OF BIRTH
DATE OF DEATH
NATIONALITY
MARITAL STATUS

ACADEMIC

BIO-DATAE

SHAFIQUE AHMED KHAN
DECEMBER 13, 1937

JUNE 5, 1992
BANGLADESHI

MARRIED

QUALIFICATION: Bachelor of Science (B.Sc.), Dhaka University,

PROFESSIONAL

Dhaka, East Pakistan (now Bangladesh), 1958, in
Chemistry (major), Physiology & Zoology.

Master of Science (M.Sc.), Dhaka University, Dhaka,
East Pakistan (now Bangladesh), 1960, in Bio
Chemistry (Obtained first class and first position in
the university)

QUALIFICATIONS : Bachelor of Science with Honours (B.Sc.) in Foresty

FIELD OF

of Pakistan Forest Institule, Peshawar University,
Peshawar, Pakistan 1963.

¥ Major” stibjects V' 8flvietd fure Vand® 'Forest
Management.

Doctor of Science (D.Sc.) in forersty Science.
University of Sarajevo, Yogoslavia 1982.

* Research thesis (1979-1982) leading to the degree-
"Influence of Site Factors and some Physiological
Characteristics on various provenaces of Douglas

Fir (Pseudotsuga taxifolia)

SPECIALIZATION : Silviculture (Forestry of Exotic and Indigenous

MEMBERSHIP

Species).
“ Professional Forester

: Member, Bangladesh Senior Forest Service

Association.

Life Member, Yugoslav Voluntary Society of
Foresters,

Member, Editorial Board " Bana Biggyan Patrika’
(Journal of Forest Science), Member's International
Union of Forest Research Organisations (IUFRO),
News Letter.
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EXPERIENCE

EMPLOYMENT

: Co-ordinator and Team Leader for:

World Bank financed " Mangrove Afforestation
Project for Developing Thinning Methodology” in
Bangladesh for Forest Department, Government of
Bangladesh.

USAID financed " Development of Sui-table Model
for Agro-forestry in Bangladesh 1984-1989" for
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council (BARC),
Forest Research Institute (FRI) of Bangladesh,
Bangladesh Agricultural University (BAU), and
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Institute
(BARI).

" Position Paper’ to the International Union of
Forest Research Organisations (IUFRO) on "
Nursery Practices of Tropical Asian Countries” 1984
(was accepted as a model for Bangladesh and other
Tropical Developing Countries.)

1992 TILL DEATH : Conservator of Forest, Eastern Circle, Chittagong,

1989 - 1992

1988 - 1989

1987 - 1988
1986 - 1987

1983 - 1985

1979 - 1983

1977 - 1979

Bangladesh.

: Divisional Forest Officers, Forest Utilization

Division.

: Divisional Forest Officer, Sylhet Forest Div. Service

with the Department' of Forestiy, "Ministry of
Environment & Forests, Government of Bangladesh.
Responsibilites included : Co-ordination,
administration, project preparation, field
investigations and implementation of various
schemes. Implementation of World Bank financed
2nd Forestry project in the capacity of a Project
Manager.

: Divisional Forest Officer, Mymensingh.
. Divisional Forest Officer, Rangamati USF Div. As

Project Manager of ADB financed USF
Rehabilitation Project.

. Chief Silviculturist to the Silviculture Research

Division in Forest Research Institute, Bangladesh.
Project Leader for research work funded by USAID
and IDRC (Canada) on Bamboo Research.

: Research training in Yugoslavia, spe-cializing in

silviculture and breeding of Douglas Fir.

: Forestry Working plan Division, Chittagong.

Wrote the "Management Plan of Working Plan for
Chittagong Forest Division for 1978-1988".
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1976

1974 - 1976

1972 -1974

1968 - 1970

1966 - 1968

1963 - 1966

PAPERS AND
PUBLICATIONS

: Incharge of the Coastal Afforestation Div-ision,

Chittagong.
Worked for "Mangrove Ecosystem Project’ and
successfully developed coastal belt plantation for
5,800 acres (2,347 hectare) in offshore islands of
Bangladesh.

. With the Forest Research Institute, Chittagong

Specialized in wood working and timber
engineering.

. Incharge of Chittagong Hill-Tracts Division (South)

Conservation of Forest Resources,

: Incharge of Extension Service Division, Dhaka.

Developed extension and motivation centres for tree
planting and afforestation of marginal and wast
lands.

: As Planning & Technical Officer attached with the

office of the Chief Conservator of Forests at Dhaka.
Involved in developing long term Forest Develpment
Plans for the country.

: Attaached to Chittagong Forest Division as Sub-

Divisional Froest Officer (1965-1966) and as Assistant
Conservator of Forests (1963-1965).

Administrative and Technical support personnel
was involved in forest protection at various centres.

: "Nursery Practices of "I‘ropii:al Asain Countries”

Position paper presented to the IUFRO planning
workshop, Sri Lanka, July 1984 Accepted for
publication in the proceedings of ITUFRO.

" Problems of Bamboo Seeds in Bangladesh" Read at
SEAN/IDRC Symposium, Bangkok, Thailand, May
1984. To be published in the Proceedings of IUFRO.
"Prospects of Acacia mangium for Afforestation in
Bangladesh" Pakistan Journal of Forestry, August
1984.

"Influence of Site Factors and some Physiological
Characteristics of various Provenances of Douglas
Fir (Pseu taxifilia)”

Doctoral thesis of the auther published as a booklet
by the Faculty of Forestry,

University of Sarajevo, Yugoslavia, 1982.

"Working Plans for the Forests of Chittagong
Division for the period 1978-79 to 1987-88" Published
by the Government of the Peoples Republic of
Bangladesh and was adopted for management of
forests under Chittagong. Forest Division.

IR



VISITS ABROAD

AWARDS

" The Forest Resources of East Pakistan" 1969-70 A
brochure published by the then Government of East
Pakistan (now Bangladesh), Ministry of Publications
and Broadcasting.

The auther had contributed a number of popular
and scientific articles on various aspects of forestry,
forestry extention, coastal afforestation and wild-life
preservation, published in the dailies and
broadcasted over radio, in Bangladesh.

: 1961-63 professional Forestry training (leading to
degree in Forestry) in Pakistan included extensive
tours of arid, semi-arid and hill forests of Pakistan
and India.

1979-82 professional training (leading to D.Sc. degree
in Forestry Science) under Technical Co-operation
Programme in Yugoslavia. Visited alpine and other
types of forests in Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia,
Bulgaria, Poland and England.

1984 Represented Bangladesh in ASEAN/IUFRO
/IDRC Symposium in Bangkok, Thailand and visited
other [orest areas of Thailand

1984 Represented Bangladesh at the JUFRO Reseach
Planning Workshop, Srilanka. Presented paper on
nursery, Lechmque \'JSILed pxommcnt lnatu,ul,qs and
forest areds.

1988 Represented Bangladesh Forest Directorate at
ICRAF Nairobi KENYA and attended course on
Agroforesty for 1 months 15 days and received
Certificate.

. Special citation and '‘Dhaka University Award of

Merit' for outstanding results in M.Sc. degree of the
University in 1960.

Special citation and award of the 'Gold Pin' by the
Faculty of Foresty, Sarajevo University, Yugoslavia
in 1982 for outstanding research work.

Certificate on 'Seed Radiography' spon-sored by the
International Union of For-estry Research
Organisations (IUFRO). Course conducted by the
Royal College of Forestry, Stockholm (Sweden) in
Bangkok, Thailand in 1984.
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